Change! The world needs it!
Stephen Pike

One of the qualities we most admired in Robert Graves was generosity
of spirit. This article about literary piracy gives you an opportunity to
be generous and to right an injustice, particularly if you live in the
USA or have friends or relatives there. It is about an injustice suffered
by very many authors from Charles Dickens onwards - the piracy in
America of books originally published in Britain. In its original form,
it was a Paineite sheet given out at the Oxford Robert Graves
Centenary Conference to some Americans who at least resembled
Thomas Jefferson in that they had receptive ears and expressed a
determination to improve their country! Only at the Conference, how-
ever, did I discover that the campaign issue relating to books by one of
his friends also seems to affect Robert Graves’ own works. This is an
issue then, which could directly benefit Robert's own dependents and
indirectly affect the potential income and valuable work of the Robert
Graves Trust itself. I was further advised that it is a good time to fight
this abuse because America has become conscious of the piracy of
American products abroad. It has to put its own house in order before
it can complain of others! This is to be an aspect of GATT. It will be
interesting to see how its small print affecting copyright works out in
practice. Now read on!

POET VERSUS PIRATE
Invited to the Robert Graves conference but unable to attend because
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of his wife being confined to a wheelchair is the distinguished critic
and poet, Derek Savage. Readers of Miranda Seymour’s Robert Graves:
Life on the Edge will know of him as a friend of Robert Graves. His
description of Graves that she quotes on page 339: “a really admirable
human quality of being all in one piece, cut out of the same solid
material throughout” applies to D.S. Savage himself. Readers of Focus
on Robert Graves Volume 2 Number 2 Spring 1994 have the additional
advantage of the complete Radio Talk, “A Meeting with Robert
Graves”, from which Miranda Seymour is quoting!

Books originally published before the International Copyright Act of
1957 seem not to have legal protection in America. Authors of such
books and their dependents may therefore be defrauded of their
rightful fees unless individual pressure is brought to bear on the
American pirates. For example, in 1950, in Britain, Eyre and
Spottiswoode published Hamlet and the Pirates by D.S. Savage. With
supreme irony, its brilliantly argued thesis is that Shakespeare
incorporated the Pirates into Hamlet as a result of his first version
being pirated! Certainly it was considered good enough by Haskell
House Publishers Ltd. (Box 140, Blythbourne Station, Brooklyn, New
York 11219. Tel. 718 435 7828) who reprinted it in 1977. It's No.24 in
their series Studies in Shakespeare. It seems that they did not consult or
tell its author about their reprinting of his article, have paid him
nothing and, indeed, not answered his letters. Over the telephone a
Mr Halber has confirmed that it’s available at $75 and claimed that a
“Mr John Smith” is in charge but not there then. The status of three
Graves titles published by Haskell is being investigated by Graves’
literary agent.

Two other books by D.S. Savage, “The Personal Principle” and “The
Withered Branch”, were pirated by Norwood Editions. Their
proprietor, Mr Mark Weiman, featured in a Sunday Times front-page
news story (13:1:80) thus: Priestly! Who is he? Asks Book Pirate, as
reported in the revised The Pirates of Philadelphia by David Machin,
reprinted by the Society of Authors (84 Drayton Gardens, London
SW10 9SB). It was originally published in The Bookseller of 12:1:79 and
given American coverage in Publisher’s Weekly.

An additional problem is caused by the Pirates listing their own
editions in the American Books in Print. Besides creating the illusion of
legitimacy, “they will time and again deprive the British copyright
owner of the chance of arranging a new license to a publisher who is
prepared to pay royalties.”

D.S. Savage’s address is 67 Church Street, Mevagissey, St Austell,






